 ieeniannttii es a 


SOME SAINTLY LIVES 


by 
Sri Jnanananda Bharathi Swaminah 


Sri Gnanananda Bharathi Grantha Prakasana Samithi (Regd.) 
Nanganallur, Chennai 600061 | 


SOME SAINTLY LIVES 


By SRI JNANANANDA BHARATHI SWAMINAH 
(formerly Sri R Krishnaswami Aiyar of Tirunelveli) 


First Edition: 1969 
New Edition : 2013 


Kind Courtesy 
Sri K Ramachandran © 


Published by 


Sri Gnanananda Bharathi Grantha Prakasana Samithi (Regd.) 
Bharani Flats, 14/7, 4” Street, Lakshmi Nagar 

Nanganallur, Chennai 600061 

Phone : (91) 9940199915 ; E-Mail : sankar_61@yahoo.co.uk 


Kindly Sponsored by 
Mr Sailendra Pinupolu, Virginia, USA 
Mr Murali Ummadisetti, Virginia, USA 


Printed by 

Sri. K.N. Swaminathan 

Sudha Art Printers 

No.1, 7th Street, Nanganallur, Chennai - 61 
Tel. 22672107, 22673152 


Books are available at 
Sri Sharada Peetham, Sringeri 
E-Mail : publications@sringeri.net 


PUBLISHERS' NOTE 


Saints set standards in great quantities for mankind through their 
thoughts, words and deeds. They form an inseparable link between the 
supreme Lord and the suffering souls, aiding the latter with appropriate 
spiritual means to realise the former. 


It is with great pleasure that we re-publish this book of brief life 
histories of Sri Jagadguru Sankaracharyas of Sringeri Sharada Peetham and 
of Sri Sadasiva Brahmam and Sri Tyaga Brahmam, written by Sri 
Jnanananda Bharathi Swaminah. 


The author, Sri Jnanananda Bharathi, who was well known as Sri R 
Krishnaswami Aiyar of Tirunelveli, gave up the practice of law to devote 
himself to Sanathana Dharma and was an ardent follower of Advaitha 
Philosophy propounded by Adi Sankaracharya. His devotion bestowed 
upon him the grace of three successive Jagadgurus of Sringeri Mutt - H.H. 
Sachchidananda Shivabhinava Narasimha Bharati Swamigal, H.H. 
Chandrasekhara Bharati Swamigal and H.H. Abhinava Vidyatirtha 
Swamigal. 


Sri Jnanananda Bharathi Swamigal was blessed in person on ist 
February 1975 by H.H. Abhinava Vidyatirtha Swamigal and the then newly 
ordained H.H. Bharati Tirtha Swamigal. 


Sri Jnanananda Bharathi Swamigal attained videha kaivalyam on 


9" April 1975 and a Brindavanam has been erected over his Adhistanam 
and is being worshipped. 


With the benign blessings of Sringeri Jagadguru H.H. Sri Sri Bharati 
Tirtha Mahaswamigal, who now gloriously adorns the Sharada Peetham as 
its 36” Jagadguru, we have brought out this fresh edition to meet the 
requirements of the discerning public. 


Chennai 61 Sri Gnanananda Bharathi Grantha 
22™ July 2013 Prakasana Samithi 
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SRI SACHCHIDANANDA BHARATI 
(25" Acharya of Sri Sharada Peetham, Sringeri) 


1. INTRODUCTION 


The Sharada Peetham founded by the great Sri Sankara 
Bhagavatpadacharya for the Southern Region of this sacred land of Bharata 
Varsha has been graced ever since his time by such a galaxy of eminent 
scholarly saints that it is not possible to assess their relative greatness. One of 
them may be proficient in Tarka, another in Meemamsa, another in 
Vyakarana, another in Mantra Sastra and so on; or one may be a poet, another 
a devotee, another a yogi and so on; all these differences are only ona parallel 
with the variations in height, girth or colour of each individual and have no 
relevancy in a consideration of their spiritual greatness. They were all quite 
equal to one another in their realization of the glory of the Self and also in the 
respect which they commanded at the hands of prince and peasant alike. 


There is ample material in the records of the Sri Sringeri Mutt from 
which the life histories of most of these Acharyas, at least since the time of Sri 
Vidyaranya, can be reconstructed. But that material isin the form of grants by 
the several Rulers of the land, accounts maintained by the Mutt, Srimukhams 
issued by the Mutt, an overwhelming mass of correspondence with 
Maharajas, Governments, Institutions and disciples. Further, they are in 
several languages - Sanskrit, Marathi, Kannada, Telugu, Tamil, English, etc. Ifa 
multi-linguist scholar, who has not only competency and interest but patience 
as well, will undertake the task of ransacking them and prepare a cogent 
history, it will be of great benefit to all. 


In a palm-leaf manuscript in the Mutt, we have a Kavya which 
describes in detail the life of Sri Sachchidananda Bharati Swaminah, the 25” 
Acharya who presided over the Mutt from 1623 to 1663 A.D., one of the most 
troublous periods in the history of South India and who yet managed by his 
tact and his deep faith in God to steer safely through all the crises and to 
maintain the dignity and the prestige of the Mutt. The author has not 
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disclosed his name but it is clear from the Kavya itself that he must have been 
in close contact with that Acharya even from his boyhood. A brief summary 
of the same is given here. 

2. EARLY LIFE 


In a village called Srikanteswarapuram in the interior of the Madura 
District of the Madras State, there lived about four centuries ago a family of 
veteran scholars who belonged to the Garga Gotra and were very proficient 
in Yajur Veda. Alakadri Bhatta was the third son of Ahobala Bhatta, the only 
son of Kalahasti Bhatta of that renowned family. He married Timmamba, the 
daughter of Tirumala Bhatta of Battalagunda, a village nearby. One night 
that worthy lady dreamt of a pure white conch being given to her. She 
considered it a very auspicious omen and soon after she became pregnant 
and at noon on Wednesday the 5” of August 1607, she gave birth to a boy. 
The parents looked upon him as the gracious gift of their family Deity, Sri 
Narasimha, and gave him the name of Narasimha itself. About four years 
later another son was born and he was given the name of Brahma. As fate 
would have it, when Narasimha was barely five and Brahma one year of age, 
Timmamba passed away, lamented by the entire village and by all the castes 
inhabiting it. The father felt bound to send the children to his wife's brother 
Yalla Avadhani who was then in the village called Virabhupalasamudram, a 
few miles off. 


Alakadri Bhatta, overpowered by grief at the demise of his wife and 
also at the consequent separation from his children, went away on a 
pilgrimage to the North. Some time thereafter he returned, took the 
children back to his village and had the Upanayana of Narasimha performed. 
On the advice of his elder brother, he took as his second wife the daughter of 
Narasimha Bhatta. The elder boy was left in the custody of two Tamilian 
Vedic Scholars both named Rama, for the study of Vedas. In a very short time 
he mastered the Yajur Veda completely and earned the admiration of all 
scholars in that region. Alakadri left the boys again with his brothers-in-law 
and started on another pilgrimage to the North. The village in which they 
lived was plundered by robbers and the brothers-in-law decided upon 
migrating to Sringeri where the eldest of them already was living highly 
respected as a Vedic Scholar and as a strict observer of Vedic rites. Alakadri 
Bhatta also returned just about that time and took charge of the boys and 
was immensely pleased at the progress which Narasimha had made in his 
Vedic studies. On his way back from the North he seems to have visited 
Sringeri and while there Narasimha Bhatta, who was a younger brother of the 
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then reigning Acharya, Sri Abhinava Narasimha Bharati, asked Alakadri 
whether his son Narasimha had any idea of taking Sannyasa, to which 
Alakadri gave an emphatic negative answer. When he recounted this 
incident to his son, the latter immediately replied, “Why, father, are you so 
afraid of Sannyasa as if it were a snake?” The father was taken aback by this 
answer but did not attach any serious value to it. 


Circumstances necessitated Alakadri shifting his household to the 
town of Madura. This gave the boys the opportunity to see the palaces, 
bazaars, mansions and ramparts of that City and more so to visit the temple 
of Sri Meenakshi and Sri Sundareswara almost daily. Narasimha Bhatta, the 
father of Alakadri's second wife, was staying with them at Madura and used 
to expound the story of Srimad Ramayana to the young boys. The 
exposition so impressed Narasimha that like Sri Rama he ceased tolook upon 
the second wife as his step-mother and served her with all devotion as a 
mother herself. While at Madura they started on a pilgrimage to 
Rameswaram and after baths in the Setu and other sacred places and visiting 
several temples on the way returned to Madura. Soon after, Alakadri 
performed the Upanayana of Bramha and put him also to Vedic studies. 


While they were thus living comfortably enough at Madura, a 
terrible famine overpowered the land and the members of the family felt it 
necessary to separate and eke out a livelihood for themselves individually. 
Alakadri after roaming about through several villages and unable to get a 
permanent footing anywhere came to Somesa Madura (now Manamadura) 
which was the place of his birth and where his mother's relations lived. 
Thanks to their help and the support of the Tamil Brahmins there, who were 
both pious and rich, he managed to live there with his younger son and 
second wife. The elder son Narasimha went to Virabhupalasamudram where 
one of his maternal uncles still resides but as he did not like to inconvenience 
him in these hard times he stayed in the house of a distant relative Annapurni 
and appeased his hunger by resorting to the sastraic mode of getting Bhiksha 
from the villagers. It must be noted that even in such straits he did not 
neglect his Vedic studies but added to them the study of Amarakosa under 
one Kasi Bhatta. He thus stayed on there for a year. Incidentally he heard that 
his uncle casually observed to somebody that if Narasimha were in better 
circumstances he would give his daughter to himin marriage. This somewhat 
disturbed Narasimha as his mind was bent on the daughter of Venkatachala 
Yajva, his eldest maternal uncle, who was at Sringeri. Evidently, to avoid a 
delicate situation, he left the place immediately and returned to Madura. 
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When he found that his father was not there but had gone to Somesa Madura 
he went there. The joy of his younger brother, his father and step-mother at 
this unexpected return of Narasimha knew no bounds. All the people who 
happened to see him were struck with surprise at the great proficiency he 
had attained in the study of the Vedas and took great delight in listening to his 
silvery tones in reciting the Veda without the slightest blemish either in 
pronunciation or in intonation. Thus they lived at Manamadura quite happily 
for another year. 


3. TRIP TO SRINGERI 


While there, two brothers, Appala Bhatta and Konda Bhatta, who 
were distant relatives of Alakadri, came there from Sringeri on their way to 
Rameswaram and other sacred places on pilgrimage. They brought with 
them a letter from Venkatachala Yajva of Sringeri that he had an idea of giving 
his daughter in marriage to Narasimha. Alakadri was very glad to have this 
welcome news but considering the difficulties of a long journey in those days 
he decided upon sending Narasimha to Sringeri along with these two 
brothers. But the Sringeri conversation referred to above created in him a 
lurking suspicion that his son might lean to Sannyasa once he is there. The 
suspicion was however set at rest by his brother's son-in-law Gangadhara 
Bhatta who assured him that other arrangements had been made for the 
succession to the Peetha at Sringeri. He accordingly permitted his boy to 
accompany the Sringeri brothers. This gave the boy another opportunity to 
visit the Setu along with them. Before they return to Manamadura, Alakadri 
changed his mind and himself started on a journey to Sringeri along with his 
wife and second boy. Narasimha's party easily overtook them and they all 
reached Tiruchirapalli. They visited the shrines at Tiruchirapalli and 
Srirangam and stayed comfortably on the banks of the Kaveri for nearly a 
month, cooking their meals at the foot of a tree and listening to Bhagavata 
being expounded by a Pandit there. They enjoyed the bath in the river and the 
holy atmosphere there so much that they stayed on for another two months. 
Tirumala Naik who had recently been crowned at Madura had come on a visit 
to Tiruchirapalli and was holding his Court in the palace there. Alakadri and 
Konda had an idea of seeing him in the hope of getting a handsome bounty. 
But Appala Bhatta, who was richer than they, had no such intension and so 
was in a hurry to return to Sringeri. Narasimha who apprehended that the 
marriage season would be over if there was further delay on the way decided 
upon accompanying Appala Bhatta to Sringeri. Alakadri agreed and gave 
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Narasimha a very affectionate send off as he felt that the boy was quite safe in 
the company of Appala Bhatta. 


Appala Bhatta had brought four horses for the journey and he left two 
of them at Tiruchirapalli for the use of Konda Bhatta and his wife and took only 
two horses with him, one for himself and the other for his wife. Narasimha and 
Annapurni, a poor relative of theirs, accompanied them on foot. As the horses 
went only at a slow pace, there was no difficulty in keeping up with them but 
the strain and the monotony of the journey had to be endured by the 
pedestrians. It is said that Narasimha took with him some jaggery and 
cardamom for use when his throat became dry owing to the heat. Annapurni, 
by her care and attention and pleasant talk, put strength into the boy 
whenever he felt discouraged or tired, and tried her best to minimize the 
hardship. They had to cross rivers and rivulets, ascend steep hills, pass 
through dense forests and sometimes travel for miles together without 
sighting any human habitation. They had to rest for the nights in odd places. 
After traversing the plains, they ascended the Mysore Plateau at 
Satyamangalam. They visited the several places on the way and halted for rest 
wherever convenient. They had occasion to visit the villages of Abhisavadu 
where there was a temple for Hanuman, Thirumukudalu Narasapuram where 
the tributary Kapila flows into the river Kaveri, Bannur where they had some 
relations who insisted upon their staying with them for a few days, Yedalur 
where there is the sacred Tirtha called Surya Pushkarini, Srirangapatnam 
where Sri Ranganathais seen reclining in his favourite posture, Belur where Sri 
Kesava presides over a magnificently built temple, and soon. When they were 
nearing the river Bhadra, they heard with great pleasure that Venkatachala 
Yajva had just then completed an important Vedic sacrifice. They crossed the 
Bhadra and passing through very many villages which treated them with great 
hospitality, ascended a hillock and, descending on the other side, they sighted 
the river Tunga. They then crossed the river. It so happened that, on the very 
bed of the river on the opposite side which was within the limits of Sringeri 
Town, they met the wife of Venkatachala Yajva. Narasimha immediately 
prostrated at her feet but as he had come in the party of Appala Bhatta he 
went direct with him to his house. Appala Bhatta unwilling to part with him 
kept him in his house itself for two days and it was only thereafter that 
Narasimha found occasion to go to the houses of his uncles. 


Narasimha's mother's mother was alive then and was with her eldest 
son. They heartily welcomed him, and the uncle engaged an old man 
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Narasimha Dikshita to teach the boy all the necessary mantras and procedure 
as regards the daily Agnihotra, the occasional Ishtis and also the more 
elaborate Yagas, and allowed him to take part in all the religious rites which he 
performed. One Sridhara Krishna Bhatta taught him the Kavyas. All the same, 
Narasimha felt more ease in the house of his junior uncle Yalla Avadhani 
evidently due to his shyness in having to meet in the senior uncle's house his 
daughter who was his prospective bride — a shyness natural in a boy of just 
fifteen. He stayed on thus at Sringeri doing service to his grandmother and 
uncles, learning his lessons, almost daily visiting the Sri Sharada Temple and 
frequently paying his respects to the then Acharya. He found great pleasure in 
noting the wonderful features of Sri Vidhyasankara Temple and visiting the Sri 
Malahanikareswara Temple on the hillock in the middle of the town. 


4. THE ORDINATION 


While Narasimha was thus staying there, the Navaratri Festival came 
on. As usual there was a big gathering of eminent Pandits from the various 
parts of the country and also of famous musicians, vocal and instrumental. 
Narasimha was asked to recite the Yajur Veda in that august assembly. His 
recitation created a very favourable impression in the minds of all, 
particularly of the Acharya himself, who was closely watching him. He was 
treated with great respect and affection by all because of his inherent merit 
and incidentally also because he was to be the son-in-law of Venkatachala 
Yajva. While matters thus stood and everybody was looking forward to the 
Yajva giving his daughter to Narasimha, he was summoned to the presence of 
the Acharya and faced with a bombshell that he must surrender his nephew 
and prospective son-in-law to the Acharya so that the boy might become a 
Sannyasi and be nominated as a successor to the Peetha. The Yajva and his 
younger brother Yalla Avadhani tried their best to dissuade the Acharya and 
the boy himself expressed his incompetence to fill such a high post. But the 
Acharya stood firm in his resolve so much so that they gave way. The boy, after 
he gave his consent, did not in the least regret it. What must be the strength 
and courage of a boy who came to Sringeri with a view to marry his uncle's 
daughter resolving suddenly to give up all worldly concerns and become a 
recluse? He was duly ordained as a Sannyasi on Thursday, the 12" of 
September, 1622, when he was just entering his 16" year. He was given the 
Asrama name of Sri Sachchidananda Bharati. Soon after the initiation the 
young Swami was taken in a procession in the golden palanquin attended by 
all the paraphernalia of the Mutt to the Malahanikareswara Temple and back 
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to the Sharada Temple and the Mutt. The Acharya immediately arranged for 
his further studies of the Sastras and himself undertook the responsibility of 
teaching him Vyakarana Sastra. He looked after the disciple's welfare with 
deep, almost paternal, affection and was thankful to God for giving him such 
a worthy disciple to succeed him in the Peetha. 


News of this eventful happening was duly sent to Alakadri Bhatta 
who was at Tiruchirapalli. He was immediately very much upset and was 
quite inconsolable. When Konda Bhatta who was with him tried to console 
him, he gave vent to his grief which got transformed into rage against his 
Sringeri brother-in-law for not resisting successfully the desire of the 
Acharya, for sacrificing his own nephew at the altar of the Acharya's whim, 
for not keeping his word to give his daughter to the boy and delaying the 
celebration of the marriage thereby giving the Acharya time and opportunity 
tointerfere, and for giving his consent without even consulting him, the boy's 
father. He did not spare even the Acharya for giving Sannyasa to a boy who 
went to Sringeri definitely in anticipation of marriage. When Konda Bhatta 
attempted to cool his anger by referring to the inviolability of fate and the 
greatness of the Sannyasa Asrama, he turned his anger against Konda Bhatta 
himself. “If you have such a high opinion of Sannyasa, why did you not resort 
to it and why did you marry? It seems to me that you are in league with the 
Sringeri people. The letter that you brought from Sringeri was evidently a 
hoax intended to hoodwink me and to decoy my boy to Sringeri.” Konda 
Bhatta felt it necessary to plead his own innocence. “If my brother or myself 
had the least suspicion that your son will be chosen by the Acharya as his 
successor, do you think that we would have dared to ride our horses leaving 
your son to trot on foot?” Alakadri, when he had cooled down a bit, blamed 
himself for allowing his son to go to Sringeri alone, for, if he had also gone, he 
would certainly have prevented this 'calamity'. Ultimately his affection for 
the son got the better of him and urged him to go to Sringeri if only to see the 
son whom he could no longer call such. He immediately started with the rest 
of the party and proceeded to Sringeri as fast as he could. When he actually 
reached Sringeri and saw the Acharya and the young Swami, his grief was so 
intense that he could not speak a word and silently returned with tears 
flowing profusely from his eyes. As the step taken by the son was irrevocable, 
the father very slowly reconciled himself to the situation and chose to remain 
at Sringeri itself with his family so that he could be at least near his son and 
have frequent sight of him. 
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5. VISIT TO IKKERI 


Within a few days of the initiation, the Navaratri festival was 
celebrated with more than the usual splendour and it was a sight for the Gods 
to see the two Acharyas dressed in royal robes and wearing royal jewels 
presiding over the vast assembly of pandits, musicians and others. 


Venkatappa Naik, the Ruler of Ikkeri, who had sent valuable presents 
at the time of the Ordination, had a keen desire to see both the Swamis and 
sent them a pressing invitation. They accordingly left Sringeri accompanied by 
a large retinue and the usual paraphernalia and crossing many a dale and 
forest ultimately reached Ikkeri. The King received them with due honours 
and escorted them to his own palace. When the Acharyas were seated and 
when greetings had been exchanged, the young Swami, at the instance of the 
Acharya, gave out a stanza in Sanskrit and, in the course of explaining it, 
delivered a short discourse which elicited the admiration of the King, who was 
himself a great scholar, and of the eminent Pandits there, both of the Mutt and 
of the Royal Court. Then the Swamis left for the residence made ready for 
them. During their stay in that town, not only the King but very many officers 
and citizens lavishly worshipped them. 


At the instance of the King, they visited the palace every day and the 
Senior Acharya expounded to a large and appreciative audience the 
commentary which he had written on the Siva Gita. After a stay there forsome 
days they took leave of the King, who loaded them and their retinue with 
valuable presents, and returned to Sringeri. The townspeople of Sringeri 
received them with due honours and escorted them ina palanquin procession 
first to the Malahanikareswara Temple and then to the Sharada Temple from 
where they retired to their private quarters in the Mutt. 


The Acharya then completed the Vimana work started by his 
predecessor in Sri Vidyasankara Temple and celebrated the completion by a 
festival worthy of the occasion. 


6. THE INSTALLTION 


While the Acharya was thus quite happy in the company of his disciple 
and engaging himself unreservedly in his congenial Poojas, studies and 
contemplation, he entrusted the full responsibility of the Mutt to the young 
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Swami and attained transcendence over phenomenal life on Wednesday, the 
13” of March, 1623. After the ceremonies in connection therewith were all 
over, the young Swami was duly crowed as Acharya. 


Some time thereafter, Venkatachala Yajva who had by that time 
recovered somewhat from the shock of losing his intended son-in-law, 
successfully persuaded Alakadri Bhatta to accept his daughter for his second 
son Brahma. The marriage was duly celebrated and young couple had the 
hearty blessings of the new Acharya. It was only after this that Alakadri and 
other relations became completely reconciled to the situation. 


Gopalan, the palace official who attended the coronation, duly 
reported to the King about all that happened on that happy occasion. The old 
King was very glad to hear about it and during his lifetime he extended his full 
support to the Acharya in the administration of the Mutt affairs. Considering 
his old age and devoted service to the Mutt, the new Acharya thought it proper 
to visit Ikkeri and bless him in person. A year after the installation he started 
from Sringeri and after blessing the enumerable people, rich and poor, on the 
way he ultimately reached Ikkeri. He was given a reception by the Royal 
officials and citizens a long distance before the entrance to the town and was 
escorted with all honours and paraphernalia to the temple of Aghoreswara, an 
imposing posture of Lord Shiva having 32 hands, each of them holding a 
weapon. After worshiping Him and His spouse, Akhilandeswari who also was 
a huge proportion, he reached his Mutt along the tank bund and the Bazaar 
Street. 


The next morning, the Acharya went in state to the Palace and was 
duly welcomed by the King. The Acharya blessed in some benedictory verses 
and after a short stay there returned to his Mutt. Due to the devotion of the 
King and his subjects and the respects and hospitality shown by him, he had to 
stay in the capital for more than two weeks. When the King came to the Mutt 
to give a send off to the Acharya and learnt that the Acharya intended to 
worship at the shrine of Mukambika before returning to Sringeri, he offered to 
accompany the Acharya to that Temple prompted by his reluctance to part 
from him. The Acharya took leave of the King at the Temple and returned to 
Sringeri where he was given a hearty and grand reception. 
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7. THE NAVARATRI FESTIVAL 


It has been mentioned before that the Young Swami attended a 
Navaratri Festival before his ordination and that he took part in the next 
festival as the Junior Swami along with his Guru. After his installation in the 
Peetha he had it conducted in a more grand and lavish manner. The tenants of 
the Sringeri Jagir, the citizens of Sringeri and a large number of devotees from 
outside contributed very liberally towards the expenses both in kind and in 
cash. The daily procession of Sri Sharadambal in the streets, the innumerable 
Japas and Homas done in various parts of the Mutt, the stately assembly in 
front of Sri Sharadambal over which the Acharya presided dressed in Royal 
Robes, after due Pooja and prostration to Sri Sharadamba, the discussions on 
Sastraic subjects by eminent pandits from far and near, from Kashmir to 
Kerala, the enchanting musical entertainments, the munificent gift of saris to 
thousands of ladies, the extensive feeding which was given to all people and 
the various other features of this festival of nine days can better be imagined 
than described. Inthelater years also, the same grandeur was maintained. 


(| may be permitted to mention in this context that even now the 
Navaratri Festival conducted by the Sringeri Mutt is on the same model.) 


8. POLITICAL TROUBLES 


Venkatappa Naik of Ikkeri passed away in or about 1629 leaving the 
Kingdom to his grandson Virabhadra Naik a young boy of just sixteen. Those 
petty chiefs who had been kept under check or in captivity by Venkatappa 
Naik thought it opportune to raise their heads. Among them was Bhairava 
who set up his capital at a place called Kalasa, and secured possession of a 
large territory including Sringeri. Though his real intention was to plunder the 
Mutt, he wrote a formal letter inviting the Swami to his capital. In spite of the 
misgivings of many of his devotees, the Swami decided to make the visit. 
When he approached the town, Bhairava himself came out and received him 
with due honours and they both went to the temple of Kalaseswara. After 
worshipping the God and Goddess there, the Acharya seated himself in a 
special seat made ready for him and spoke some words which greatly 
impressed the Chief. The Chief felt it delicate to make any demand on the 
Swami then but with a view to impress him with his military strength he 
arranged for two thousand soldiers appearing before him with drawn swords 
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and bowing to him. The Acharya, without showing that he was in any way 
aware of the evil intentions of Bhairava, coolly accepted his homage and 
hospitality and, enjoying the daily bath in the river Bhadra and the visits to 
the Kalaseswara Temple, he stayed on there for about a month and then 
taking leave of the Chief returned to Sringeri. His father and others who 
were greatly apprehensive about this visit were very much relieved to have 
him back at Sringeri quite unscathed. 


In view of the extortion of Bhairava, many a rich man and merchant 
chose to go away from Sringeri itself. A servant of the Mutt known as 
Jnanendra Bhatta thought it proper, without consulting the Swami, to offer 
500 varahas to Bhairava. With great difficulty this sum was collected and 
Bhairava himself came to Sringeri to receive it and was incidentally very 
much impressed by the beaming presence of Sri Sharada Devi and the 
spiritual eminence of the Acharya. He thereafter retired to the town of 
Karkal. While there he was unsuccessfully attacked by a cavalry regiment of 
Virabhadra Naik. In a later clash the Commander of the army of Bhairava 
was slain and the army dispersed. But taking advantage of the absence of 
Virbhadra Naik, a cousin of his, Vira Naik by name, gained over some 
influential persons, seized the capital Ikkeri itself and managed to get 
ascendency over almost two-thirds of the entire Kingdom. Virabhadra 
stayed away at a place called Anandapuram and secured the help of one 
Hanuman, the Chief of a hill-tribe, but his attack on Vira Naik proved 
inconclusive. Bhairava, who felt that the sympathy of the citizens of Sringeri 
was with Virabhadra, harassed them a great deal and even imprisoned 
Konda Bhatta and other prominent people. This reign of terror lasted for 
about four months and many persons left Sringeri and entered the service of 
Virabhadra at Anandapura. The Swami however continued to live his usual 
life of Pooja, study, and contemplation, secure inthe faith that God would set 
things right in due time. Jnanendra Bhatta referred to above, offered this 
time 2,500 varahas to get rid of Bhairava. When the Swami heard about it, 
he left Sringeri itself and went away to a village called Paschimavahini, where 
the river Tunga flowed westwards. Jnanendra again collected a large sum 
from the citizens and arranged to have it paid to Bhairava to get rid of the 
trouble. The Acharya, then returned to Sringeri. Soon after, he retired to a 
place called Panchapashanam, which place was more congenial to him for 
contemplation and meditation purposes. 


It so happened that Vira Naik died at about this time and Virabhadra 
Naik himself was cordially invited to Ikkeri to resume the reins of his 
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ancestral Kingdom. As Bhairava gave no trouble then, the Swami himself 
went to see him at a village called Bokkunji and returned to Sringeri. While 
there, he was so undisturbed that he arranged for detailed expositions of the 
Mahabharata by one Tirumala Bhatta, and the Ramayana by one Ahobala 
Bhatta. He himself attended the expositions which had his full appreciation. 
The story of Ramayana, so expounded, so deeply impressed him that he 
thought of composing a short summary thereof. But when he attempted to 
write it out, it grew into a fairly big Kavya which earned the warm 
appreciation of all the scholars there. He gave it the name of Sri Ramachandra 
Mahodaya. It is known that he was also the author of Meenakshi Satakam, 
Rama Bhujanga, Guru Satakam and several miscellaneous writings which are 
all couched in simple and lucid language bringing out his deep devotion. 


9. THE KING'S VISIT 


As Virabhadra Naik was very keen about vanquishing Bhairava, he 
sent an army which, after varying vicissitudes, succeeded in capturing a fort 
held by Bhairava. Bhairava turned his anger against Sringeri and most of its 
citizens fled from there and even the servants of the Mutt went away leaving 
the Acharya practically alone. In a dream one night, he beheld a lady with a 
staff in her hand standing at the gates of the Mutt who said, “I am here to 
protect the Mutt.” He realized that She was the Goddess Sharada herself that 
was protecting him and the Mutt and continued with more vigour his usual 
Pooja, japa and contemplation. After the passing of eight days in this manner, 
he received information that Virabhadra Naik was marching on Sringeri with 
his victorious army. As the Swami had already given his word to Bhairava that 
he would not take sides with either party, he did not think it proper to stay at 
Sringeri and welcome the army of Virabhadra Naik. He, accordingly, went 
away to a quiet village called Vaikuntapuram, where he stayed in thatched 
sheds constructed on the banks of the river Tunga. About five days later, the 
army, which was proceeding to Sringeri, happened to pass at some distance 
from Vaikuntapuram and, when on ascending an eminence the men sighted 
the Acharya, they took a cross-cut and came to Vaikuntapuram. 


Devaraya and others of that army prostrated before the Acharya and 
earnestly requested him to accompany them to Sringeri but, on his declining 
to do so by reason of the word he had given to Bhairava, a devotee was 
resourceful enough to suggest that he might go there as a captive of the army. 
The Acharya refused to accept the suggestion, saying that Goddess Sharada 


13 SOME SAINTLY LIVES 


will save the Sringeri Peetham. Later he returned to Sringeri. On the way the 
soldiers individually came to the Acharya and prostrated before him. As 
many of them were Muslims, they touched his feet in doing so. Making 
allowance for their devotion, he did not object to their touching him, but had 
a special purification bath in the river Tunga after reaching his Mutt. All the 
soldiers were given a feast at the expense of the Mutt that night but curtailed 
to suit the dwindled financial condition prevailing then but they were all very 
much pleased with the grace and hospitality of the Acharya. 


At the direction of the Commander, a small fort was erected at the 
approach to the town capable of accommodating a hundred soldiers fully 
armed with weapons and ammunition. Gradually, 2,000 horses, 20 
elephants, and 10,000 foot-soldiers augmented the army. The entire 
personnel of the army found great pleasure in seeing the Acharya and in 
serving him. Virabhadra Naik came to Sringeri to pay his respects to the 
Acharya in person. He was welcomed and accommodated as became a 
devoted royal guest. He was shown round the Vidyasankara shrine and the 
Janardana Temple on the way to the river, where he watched with great 
interest the huge fishes which were gambollingthere. From this bank he was 
able to see his army properly stationed on the western bank. He re- 
ascended the steps and was led to the Sri Sharada Temple. The scholars and 
the officials who had assembled there in the presence of the Acharya gave 
him a hearty welcome. After due worship of Sri Sharada, the Acharya gave 
him his blessing and asked him to bear towards the Mutt the same affection 
which his grandfather was evincing. Virabhadra readily gave his promise to 
do so, took leave of the Acharya, had a close view of the Mutt and the 
expansive courtyard building where the Navaratri festival used to be 
celebrated, and then returned to his lodging. After the mid-day meal, he 
again came to the hall in front of Sri Sharada to take formal leave of the 
Acharya for returning to his capital. The Acharya told him about the troubles 
being caused by Bhairava and hoped that he would put a stop to it. 
Virabhadra solemnly promised that he would. He and his retinue were given 
costly presents at the time of their departure. When Virabhadra was leaving 
Sringeri, he took with him only his personal retinue and ordered the army to 
stay on at Sringeri and safeguard the Mutt. 
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Bhairava got very wild on hearing the news of the construction of the 
Fort, the stationing of the army and the personal visit of Virabhadra Naik to the 
Acharya and so was determined upon recapturing Sringeri at any cost. He 
increased his own army, fully equipped it and also secured the help of the Chief 
of Belur. Just at that time, the Officer-in-Charge of the army at Sringeri 
withdrew most of it to a mountain fortress at Svetadurga, stationing just a 
hundred horses and 300 foot-soldiers at Sringeri, giving rise to the impression 
that he was bribed to do so by Bhairava. When the defence was so weakened, 
many of the inhabitants fled the town and those that remained were in 
constant dread of an invasion by Bhairava. The most intimate devotees of the 
Acharya advised him also to go away from Sringeri. He felt that if he acted on 
their advice he would be betraying and sacrificing those who still remained at 
Sringeri and felt at the same time that, if he stayed on risking his own life, he 
would be blamed for his attachment to the Mutt even in preference to his life. 
He thought very deeply over the matter and, realizing that by himself he could 
not do anything to save the people even if he stayed, reluctantly decided upon 
leaving Sringeri. He went to the presence of Sri Sharada and fervently cried 
with tears in his eyes, “O Mother, |am not able to protect this institution. You 
alone must doit.” It must not be thought that he forgot then the vision he had 
of Her standing sentinel at the gates of the Mutt, but in his desperate mood he 
felt that he had somehow forfeited his right to that protection. Hence, this 
absolute surrender. Just as he came to the front entrance of the temple, a man 
came running in and said that the rumor that the small contingent at Sringeri 
was also leaving the place was entirely baseless, and that it had received 
orders to stay on at Sringeri. This somewhat relieved the anxiety of the 
Acharya. He accordingly retired to the Mutt and sent for Raghupati Bhatta, 
the oldest and the most respected of the residents of Sringeri, his house itself 
being called the “First House”. He was strongly of opinion that the Acharya 
must notleave Sringeri on any account, but did not suggest any solution for the 
impending trouble. Just then an emissary from the Commander came in and 
asked for the Acharya's directions. The Acharya immediately assured all those 
nearby that the Commander had not really deserted them and that surely 
victory would be theirs, and thus put courage into the hearts of his dejected 
followers. 
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11. DIVINE HELP 


Finding that Sringeri was not in a position to defend itself, Bhairava 
advanced with his army, and, after a short but heavy fight, succeeded in 
entering the town, and all the inhabitants, young and old, women and 
children, rushed into the Mutt compound and sought refuge there. The 
Acharya, as soonas he heard about the attack, retired to his private chambers 
and took to intense japa, praying to the Goddess for the safety of all from the 
enemies, and the japa become more intense when the people flocked into the 
Mutt for protection. Evidently, as a consequence of this, the soldiers of the 
advancing army unconsciously felt a dread in their hearts and found that their 
weapons though well aimed failed to reach their targets. In the meantime, 
Tiruvenkata, the Commandant of the contingent sent by the Chief of Belur to 
help Bhairava, reached an eminence on the other side of the river and noticed 
from there the golden stupas of Sri Vidyasankara Temple and Sri 
Malahanikareswara Temple and bowed to them from his seat on his horse, 
and immediately felt very reluctant to order a military advance on sucha holy 
town with such temples, with a Jagadguru there, and with so many leaned 
Brahmanas. Kala Naik, the leader of Bhairava's army, tried his best to 
persuade him that his duty to his master was imperative and that he must 
help Bhairava, but he did not succeed. Tiruvenkata preferred to be a 
spectator and watch the battle from that eminence. 


In addition to the Acharya intensifying his own japa, he arranged for 
the reading of Saptasati by competent devotees. A man came in and 
announced that Bhairava's army had been defeated and that thousands of 
Virabhadra's soldiers were pouring into the town. Devaraja met the Acharya 
that same night and advised him to leave Sringeri in view of the more severe 
battle which Bhairava was sure to give, but the Acharya stuck to his resolve of 
staying on in the Mutt and doing japa. The Commander-in-Chief of 
Virabhadra Naik sent up a further contingent of 200 hoses and 600 soldiers. 
Bhairava, vexed at the previous defeat, was determined upon destroying 
Sringeri, if necessary. His Commander Kala Naik, Tiruvenkata the Belur 
Commander, and others combined their forces and reached the outskirts of 
Sringeri with an immense army. The leaders of Virabhadra's army ascended 
the hillock in the middle of the town and saw Bhairava's soldiers encircling the 
town on all sides. They naturally anticipated a heavy fight in the morning. 
But, to the surprise of all, the morning was very quiet, as it transpired that the 
entire Bhairava army had decamped during the night itself. Nobody could 
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understand how it happened. The Deities - Durga, Kali, Hanuman, and 
Bhairava, who were the guardians of the town in the four directions, 
appeared to the Acharya in a dream that night and showed him their limbs 
hurt by the missiles of the enemies. He at once discerned that they had given 
battle to Bhairava's soldiers the previous night and successfully driven them 
away out of sheer terror. This incident naturally enhanced the fame of the 
Acharya. 


Having thus relieved Sringeri of the political troubles which 
threatened to destroy it, the Acharya turned his attention to its improvement. 
He introduced a just form of revenue settlement, built dams for irrigation 
purposes, and increased areca nut plantation. The people became contented 
and happy. The Acharya, with a better peace of mind, engaged himself in his 
congenial routine of pooja, japa, study and contemplation. 


12. THE LATER DAYS 


Virabhadra Naik, who was a source of great strength to the Mutt on 
its secular side, unexpectedly passed away in 1645. He was succeeded by 
Sivappa Naik, a distant cousin of his. As he was not on intimate terms with 
Venkatappa Naik or Virabhadra Naik, the Acharya was apprehensive that he 
might not be as devoted to the Mutt as his predecessors. But the Acharya, 
with his usual courage, started of his own accord, for Bednur (called also 
Bitruhalli or Venupura) where the King was having his capital. He went with 
all the usual paraphernalia, marched into the town, passed the gates of the 
palace and went direct to the Temple of God Nilkanta there. The King, 
learning about this, immediately went to the temple and with great respect, 
invited the Acharya to the palace. There was not the slightest reduction in the 
honors and hospitality shown to him by the King or the citizens. He 
thereupon stayed there for a few days, and was loaded with valuable presents 
by the King, given with great devotion. 


On returning to Sringeri, the Acharya conceived the idea of building a 
shrine for the Goddess in the Malahanikareswara Temple; he immediately 
had one built and installed Her under the name of Bhavani. The installation 
ceremony was performed on a very grand scale and later on, the Acharya 
instituted there the Festival of the Divine Marriage, the Car Festival and other 
festivals. Itis worthy of note that he himself composed the stanzas that were 
tobe recited. 
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Not satisfied with the voluntary visit of the Acharya, Sivappa Naik sent 
him, sometime later, a pressing invitation to visit Venupura again and bless 
him. He accordingly went and stayed there for a few days, highly respected by 
the King and the citizens. It appeared that somebody was in wrongful 
possession of the Mutt at Kudali and its properties. The King gave them to the 
Acharya, who thereupon went to Kudali to take possession. While there, he 
had a temple built and consecrated Lord Siva there under the name of 
Rameswara. It appears that he also appointed one Sankara Bharati to be in 
charge of the Mutt there. This was in or about 1660, and Sivappa Naik passed 
away soon after. Then his brother Venkatappa Naik held the Kingdom for 
about a year and was succeeded by Sivappa Naik's son Bhadrappa Naik. Both 
of them also were deeply attached to the Mutt and rendered all possible help. 
About two years after Bhadrappa Naik came to the throne, the Acharya, who 
was in charge of the Mutt passing through various vicissitudes during an 
eventful period of over forty years, felt that his dissolution was near and so 
initiated one Narasimha Bharati as his disciple and later attained Eternal 
Communion with God on the 16"of July 1663. His successor raised a structure 
over his sacred Samadhi. He also founded a village called 
Sachchidanandapura to perpetuate his memory, and there built a shrine for 
Lord Siva under the name of Sachchidananda. 
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H.H, Sri Narasimha Bharati Mahaswamigal 


CHAPTER II 


SRI NARASIMHA BHARATI 
(32”Acharya of Sri Sharada Peetham, Sringeri) 


THE YOGI SAINT 


| include here very short sketches about the four Acharyas, three of 
whom it has been my good fortune to meet and pay my respects to in person. 


In the latter part of the 18” century, the Peetham was presided over 
by Sri Sachchidananda Bharati Swaminah whose greatness is evidenced by 
the deep devotion which the Mahratta Rulers and even the Muslim Rulers 
Haidar Ali and Tippu Sultan evinced towards him in their letters which are 
available in the Mutt records. When, after an eventful reign of 44 years, he 
thought it proper to nominate a successor, his choice was a student who 
belonged to Sringeri itself. But just at that time the latter was at Varanasi for 
higher studies in Vedanta. As it was not known when he was likely to return 
and as his Holiness felt that, in view of his declining health, an immediate 
nomination was necessary, he selected an equally competent student, gave 
him Sannyasa on the 14” Ati Bhadra in the year Bhava (1814) underthe name 
of Abhinava Sachchidananda Bharati Swaminah and nominated him as his 
successor. When he attained Siddhi the very next day, the new incumbent 
assumed the headship of the Mutt. Though he was but a young man, he fell ill 
within three years of his accession but fortunately the original nominee had 
by that time returned from Varanasi. His Holiness immediately sent for him, 
communicated to him the wish of his predecessor and asked him to accept 
the headship. As his mother was living at that time, the latter hesitated a 
little but ultimately agreed to do so. He was accordingly given Sannyasa on 
Iswara Phalguna Krishna Prathama (1817) and, with five days thereafter, His 
Holiness attained Siddhi. That disciple Swaminah, Sri Narasimha Bharati, is 
the subject of this sketch. 


He was born on the 14" day of the bright fortnight in the month of 
Kartika in the year Pingala (1797) ina family of hereditary scholars at Sringeri. 
It is said that his zest for learning made him walk to Varanasi more than once 
for studying under the famous Pundits there. Along with the mastery of the 
Sastras, he acquired great proficiency in the practice of yoga so much so that 
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the then Maharaja of Mysore Sri Krishna Rajendra Udayar has recorded in his 
Ashtottarasata Namavali that His Holiness was capable of eighty kinds of very 
difficult yogic postures. He had conquered not only hunger and thirst but 
sleep as well. Browning who was Commissioner of the Mysore State paid him 
a sudden visit one midnight and found him engaged in the Pooja of Sri 
Chandramouleeswara though he had sent away all the servants for rest. The 
letters of that Englishman give expression to the great respect which he had 
for His Holiness. Similarly when he was doing Pooja in an out of the way 
village at dead of night, he noticed a figure wearing a shawl and leaning on a 
pillar nearby and immediately sprinkled on it a few drops of consecrated 
water. It at once disappeared crying aloud that it was unable to bear its 
scorching heat. The shawl was later found in a well and recognized as that of 
a Mutt Pundit. It appears that the house was haunted by a Brahmarakshas. 
His Holiness assured the owner that it would no more trouble him. His 
Mantric power was very great. 


When in the course of his tour in South India, he visited 
Rameshwaram in 1838 the Pandas there declined to allow him to take water 
by himself from the Koti Tirtha; he thereupon asked all his disciples to 
disregard it and take the water of another well called Sarva Tirtha. The result 
was not only that the Pandas lost their income but that well itself become 
dirty. This practice was strictly followed by all for 35 years till his next visit in 
1873 when the Pandas apologized for their conduct and His Holiness was 
pleased to revoke his order. 


When he went to Madura in 1872 the Archakas of the Meenakshi 
Sundareswara Temple there took it into their head to object to His Holiness 
entering the Sanctum Sanctorum and offering Pooja to the deity by himself; 
by his extraordinary Mantric powers, he extracted the divine presence of the 
deities in the images there into two cocoanuts and performed the Pooja in his 
own Mutt. Since then the people did not entered the temple. The Archakas 
who were beset with many a trouble realized their folly. In deference to their 
earnest prayer, he returned to Madura some time later and reinstated the 
divine presence. As however Pooja was started in the Mutt for Sri Meenakshi 
Sundareswara, itis still being continued in the daily routine of the Mutt Pooja. 


Of his more than sixty years of reign, he spent forty in trips not onlyin 
South India but in the Hyderabad State, the Bombay Presidency and Northern 
India as far as Kasi and Prayaga. He was deeply respected and warmly 
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welcomed by all people including the several Majaharajas and other Princes 
of those times. It is interesting to find that, even after a lapse of over 100 
years, his extraordinary grace and powers are still being talked about and 


several incidents connected with him narrated in all the places which he 
visited. 


When he was passing through a dense forest once, he chose to fix his 
camp there itself for the night. At midnight when he was performing his 
Pooja as usual, a band of robbers came there but did not disturb the Pooja. At 
the conclusion of the Pooja, however, they demanded from His Holiness all 
the ornaments with which the deities were decked. He coolly told them that, 
even if he gave them, they could not take them away. When however they 
insisted upon having them, he asked them to spread their blanket and threw 
all the jewels there. When they tried to lift it, they found it very heavy and, 
when several of them tried to lift it with all their strength, they were thrown 
back with the blanket in their hands but with the jewels stillon the floor. They 
found to their consternation that the blanket had been burnt in the portions 
that had come in contact with the jewels. Then they began to beg the pardon 
of His Holiness. His Holiness reminded them that God was common to all of 
them including robbers and that it was not proper to covet what was 
intended for His worship. Thereupon the robbers themselves stood guard 
and escorted His Holiness and his retinue safely across the forest and in 
several ways did service to Him. 


When he was about seventy years of age, he adopted Sivaswami, the 
younger son of Kunigal Rama Sastri of Mysore, as his successor and travelled 
with him throughout South India for a period of nearly twelve years. When 
he returned to Sringeri in 1877 he was in his 80" year and the young Swami in 
his 20". Two years later, he attained Siddhi on PramathiJyestha Sukla Dwitiya 
(23" of May 1879). His disciple duly succeeded himas the head of the Mutt. 
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H.H. Sri Sachchidananda Shivabhinava Narasimha Bharati Mahaswamigal 
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CHAPTER III 


SRI SACHCHIDANANDA SHIVABHINAVA 


NARASIMHA BHARATI 
(33"Acharya of Sri Sharada Peetham, Sringeri) 


THE SAGE OF SRINGERI 


The Palace gun of Mysore boomed 9 o'clock on the night of Thursday 
the 11" day of the dark fortnight in the month Phalguna in the year Pingala 
(March 1858) and incidentally announced the birth at the same moment of a 
younger son to Kunigal Ram Sastri, the Palace Dharmadhikari and his devoted 
wife Lakshmi Amma. The boy was named Sivaswami and was very 
affectionately looked after by his parents but fate decreed that the father 
should pass away in his second year and the mother in his fifth. He was with 
great solicitude bred and brought up by his elder brother Lakshminarasimha 
Sastri who was his senior by about fifteen years. When His Holiness Sri 
Narasimha Bharati Swaminah of Sringeri was camping in Mysore in 1866, he 
and the then Maharaja Sri Krishnaraja Udayar with great difficulty prevailed 
upon Lakshminarasimha Sastri to consent to the Acharya's adopting 
Sivaswami as his successor in the Sringeri Peetha. The boy was accordingly 


given Sannyasa under the name of Sri Sachchidananda Shivabhinava 
Narasimha Bharati Swaminah. 


Along with his boy disciple, the Acharya continued his tour in the 
South and after a very eventful tour throughout the Tamil Districts from 
Madras to Tirunelveli for a period of about twelve years, he returned to 
Sringeri in July 1877. After a quiet life of penance and contemplation, he 
stained Siddhi on Friday the 23° of May 1879. The young Swami was 
thereupon installed on the spiritual throne of Sringeri. 


Thanks to his innate worth, the training given by his elder brother and 
other eminent scholars and the invaluable blessings of his Guru, he had 
already become a profound scholar. He now betook himself to the practice of 
Yoga and introspection as necessary steps to self-realisation and stayed at 
Sringeri itself for a period of above six years. Then, at the request of Jagirdar 
Anna Sahib Vinjurkar and others, he took a short trip in 1886 and 1887 to 
Jamkhandi and other places in the Bombay Presidency and returned to 
Sringeri. 
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His next trip begun in 1891, was an extensive one throughout South 
India and lasted for about four years. Noticing the general decline in the 
standard of education, He started the Sadvidya Sanjeevini Patasala at Sringeri 
soon after His return in 1895 and He Himself sometimes gave lessons in Tarka 
and Vedanta to deserving students. With a view to have more seclusion than 
what could be got at Sringeri which was gradually developing into a populous 
town, he hada thatched shed put up for him on the southern bank of the river 
Tunga and took up his residence there from September 1899. At times, he 
would go west to the distant Narasimha Parvata in quest of deeper solitude, 
He soon attained such spiritual powers which can be characterized only as 
phenomenal. 


Some years later, he conceived the idea of rebuilding the temple of Sri 
Sharada on a magnificent scale but, when the work had just begun, he felt an 
urgent inner call to resuscitate Kaladi, the birth place of Sri Sankara 
Bhagavatpadacharya. With the active support of the then Maharajas of 
Travancore and Mysore and the help of their Dewans V P Madhava Rao and Sri 
K Seshadri Aiyar, an extensive site was acquired at the place where the great 
Acharya was born. The work of construction was entrusted to A 
Ramachandra Aiyar, a retired High Court Judge. His Holiness himself started 
from Sringeri in January 1907 and passing through the Mysore State and the 
Tamil Districts reached Kaladi on the 11” of February 1910. Two handsome 
shrines had been erected by that time for Sri Sankara and Sri Sharada and 
were duly consecrated on the 21". His Holiness stayed there for some time 
and then, on his way to Sringeri, opened the grand palatial Sri Sankara Mutt at 
Bangalore for advanced coturses of study. He returned to Sringeri on the 16" 
of March 1911. 


Ayear later, feeling that his life work had been carried out, nominated 
Sri Narasimha Sastri as his successor, sat up in yoga posture and attained 
Brahmibhava on, the 20" of Mar 1912. Sri Narasimha Sastri was duly given 
Sannyasa and installed on the Peetha under the name of Sri Chandrasekhara 
Bharati Swami'nah. 


Such is the brief outline of the outward life of His Holiness Sri 
Sachchidana nda Shivatyhinava Narasimha Barati Swaminah. Readers, who 
desire to kneow it in more detail, are referred to the detailed life history of that 
sage written by Srikaritha Sastri, who served under him for about twenty 
years as Sarvadhikari of the Mutt. The original is in Kannada but has been 


—— 
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translated into Telugu and Tamil also. There is also an interesting Kavya in 
Sanskrit by Mahopadesaka Rajavallabha Sastri which furnishes much 
information. In the Tamil book “Acharyendra Vaibhavam’”, | have myself tried 
tosummarise his life history and some of his valuable sayings. 


His Holiness used to say “It is no function of a Sannyasin to go about 
preaching our religion to all and sundry. He is to impart instruction and 
guidance only to those who earnestly seek his help. A modest woman does 
not usually move out of her house but, if she learns that her husband has had 
an accident, she is bound to hasten to the place of accident and help him, 
ignoring her normal habit of seclusion. Similarly, we come out sometimes and 
give discourses in public, as a matter of necessity, to see whether the people 
can be made to take more interest in Dharma”. His public utterances were in 
consequence very few, though he was very free in his private conversations. 
We must be intensely grateful to his Sarvadhikari Srikantha Sastri for recording 
some of His priceless utterances in his book on the life of His Holiness and to Sri 
T K Balasubrahmania Aiyar, the founder of Sri Vani Vilas Press at Srirangam, for 
collecting together the writings and Stotras, mostly extempore, of His Holiness 
and publishing them in book form as Bhaktisudha Tarangini. 


In closing this very short life sketch of His Holiness, | take the liberty of 
including a small note about his inspiring personality which | wrote in 1919 in 
response to a call from Sri T K Balasubrahmania Aiyar for an easy on “The Best 
Temple | have seen”, for the journal “The Hindu Message” which he was then 
running. It is interesting to recall that this was my very first attempt in the 
literary field. 


“A Temple is a representation in concrete of the universe and of 
everything contained in it. It is also therefore an effective help to us to realize 
God and His exact place in the universe. Whenever we see a temple, the 
magnificence of its outer details and the grandeur of its architecture are 
themselves sufficient to inspire in us a sense of awe and reverence long before 
we approach even the temple outskirts. This awe and reverence are not the 
result of the brick and mortar and stone which go to make up the temple 
building but our conscious feeling that all these external things are only an - 
expression of the Inner Glory of the Supreme who is installed in the Temple. To 
most of us who are incompetent and incapable of appreciating the 
significance of the presiding Deity, these external appearances have a great 
value. To the idle tourist, who can have no idea of our system of temple 
building and its meaning, the area covered by the temple premises, the height 
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of the Gopura, the beauty of the sculpture, the thickness of the walls and 
other similar details are all very interesting facts which will absorb the whole 
of his time and attention. To one, however, who realises that all these have no 
value but for the inner Glory resident there and enters the shrine to have a 
glimpse of the Deity Himself, the external magnificence is immaterial and 
fades into insignificance. Anyhow it cannot be denied that if the external 
magnificence is super-added to the worth of the inner Deity, weak natures are 
considerably impressed by it so that sometimes they feel their piety enhanced 
by it. That is why perhaps, the places most frequented by pilgrims are the 
temples provided with the largest buildings, endowed with the largest 
revenues and conducted with the greatest pomp”. 


“To the ordinary man, therefore, the best temple will be the temple 
whichis imposing to look upon, which is frequented by the greatest number of 
pilgrims, which by its very external appearance attracts the attention and 
compels the awe and reverence of the onlooker, which is well-lighted, well 
ventilated and has no dark corners within, which is further well managed by 
the person in charge of it, whose servants are not turbulent but act obedient 
to the will of the Manager and which is at the same time so rich as to command 
the respect and the homage of Princes and is accompanied by worldly pomp. 
To the man however, who knows the significant worth of the Deity, the best 
temple is that wherein a look at the image of the Deity is sufficient to dispel all 
his doubts, solve all his difficulties, make him forget all the cares of the world, 
make him long for his eternal presence in the close proximity of that Deity and 
infuse into him a happiness which cannot be of this world, wherein the 
devotee feels every moment his piety and his happiness enhancing and 
wherein even a fancied glance from the Deity transports the devotee to the 
highest bliss and makes him forget himself”. 


“Such a temple is very rare to find and | must attribute to my past 
Karma the very rare opportunity | have had of seeing such a temple and 
profiting by a pilgrimage to it. That Temple- the best in the view of the ordinary 
man-the best in the view of the learned, the devotee and the aspirant for 
liberation-whose external simplicity and grandeur truly reflected the inner 
glory —- whose quiet splendor only showed the perfect equipoise within — 
whose external pleasantness only showed the limitless mercy within —a sight 
of whom was an unfolding of the infinite bliss within-in every sense the Best 
Temple, | have ever seen — was the Divine Personality of His Holiness Sri 
Sachchidananda Shivabhinava Narasimha Bharati Swaminah, the late 
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Jagadguru of Sringeri. Well, does the Upanishad characterize the body as a 
Temple of God; and where can we see a better Devalaya than the one | have 
tried to describe above? Those who have had the good fortune to share with 
me the happiness of seeing the Temple | have spoken of, will find the above 
description meager; and those who have not may feel it an exaggeration but | 


can well excuse them their unbelief as no temple that they have seen can ever 
bear comparison with it”. 


WWWwWW 


H.H. Sri Chandrasekhara Bharati Mahaswamigal 
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CHAPTER IV 


SRI CHANDRASEKHARA BHARATI 
(34 Acharya of Sri Sharada Peetham, Sringeri) 


THE SAINT OF SRINGERI 


To be the only surviving child out of fourteen children born and yet to 
be spared by the parents for the life of a recluse mainly at the persuasion of 
that child itself could be possible only in the case of His Holiness Sri 
Chandrsekhara Bharati Swaminah of the Dakshinamnaya Peetham at 
Sringeri. He was born on Sunday the 16” of October 1892, Asvija Krishna 
Ekadasi in the year Nandana, of Sri Subba Sastri and his wife Lakshmi Amma 
who were residents of Sringeri itself. The boy who was named Narasimha 
was from his boyhood not only reserved but kept aloof from any company. By 
his studious habits, retired temperament and excellent character, he earned 
the glorious blessings of His Holiness Sri Sachchidananda Shivabhinava 
Narasimha Bharati Swaminah who was then presiding over that Peetha. He 
studied in the Mutt Sadvidya Sanjeevini Patasala at Sringeri itself and was 
later sent to the Sri Sankara Mutt at Bangalore for higher studies. While 
there, he was nominated by His Holiness as his successor. He was duly 
ordained as Sannyasi and installed as the Peethadhipati in April 1912 under 
the name of Sri Chandrsekhara Bharati Swaminah. 


He felt keenly the truth of the dictum that no one who was unable to 
Cross a stream could possibly help to do so and so set himself immediately to 
the task of perfecting himself not only in a knowledge of the theory of 
Vedanta but also in the practical realisation of the truths laid down in it. He 
had the construction of the Sri Sharada Temple completed and also a 
beautiful granite shrine erected at the place of Samadhi of his predecessor. 
The Kumbhabhishekam in both the shrines was performed ina fitting manner 
in 1916. In addition to his daily ablutions and Pooja, he was teaching Vedanta 
to deserving students. In spite of all this, he spent his time mostly in 
introspection and in spiritual trance in which he could forget the world. His 
earnest endeavors steadily led him to such a state of spiritual eminence and 
inner illumination which baffled the sincere analysis of many a devotee who 
sought physical explanations for spiritual experiences. 


At the earnest desire of Sri Krishnaraja Udayar, the then Maharaja of 
Mysore, the Acharya started on a tour in January 1924 and, after a fairly 
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extensive tour in the Tamil Districts and the States of Mysore, Tranvancore 
and Cochin, returned to Sringeri before the end of 1927. The persons, 
temples and institutions that have benefited by this memorable trip of just 
four years are countless. After his return to Sringeri, his moods of inner 
communication increased in number and in frequency and he decided upon 
having a successor. The 35"Jagadguru Sri Abhinava Vidyathirtha Swaminah 
was chosen, given Sannyasa and adopted as heir apparent in 1931. When His 
Holiness became very indifferent to the worldly affairs of the Mutt, the 
Government of Mysore stepped in and assumed the management. This 
greatly helped His Holiness to have more time to spend in his congenial state 
of inner communion. He tooka short trip again to Kaladi in 1940 and returned 
to Sringeri within ten months. Except for this, the training which he had to 
give the young Swami and the occasional interviews which fortunate disciples 
had with him, he was completely retired from the world. Even when 
thousands of devotees from the various parts of India flocked to witness the 
Sahasra Chandi and Ati Rudra Yagas at Sringeri in 1953, he did not care to 
come out. 


Though he did not talk much, his presence was inspiring in itself. His 
uniform love for all beings, man or beast, saint or sinner, endeared him to the 
heart of all. The highest in the land, Maharajas and Governors, the President 
Sri Rajendra Prasad and many a dignitary as well as the lowest in the land 
equally sought him for his gracious blessings. Fortunate indeed are those 
who have had the opportunity of seeing him, conversing with him, and getting 
his blessings in person. His silent spiritual influence spread itself over the 
whole land and attracted many a devotee from all parts of this vast country 
and even from foreign lands and even people ofalien faiths. 


| have given samples of his invaluable sayings and instances of his 
great spiritual powers in the books “The Saint of Sringeri”, “Dialogues with 
the Guru”, “The Call of the Jagadguru”, “Sparks from a Divine Anvil” and “Our 
Duty” and similar publications in Tamil also but | am quite aware that they do 
not reflect his real greatness in any adequate measure. His mellifluous 
Sanskrit enchanted all scholars. Some of his Stotras have been published and 
still more are now being published. Hiscommentary on “Vivekachoodamani” 
is unparalleled in lucidity of exposition. 


His disappearance from the world also baffled all as it was quite in 
keeping with the life that he lived. On Sunday the 26” of September 1954, 
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Mahalaya Amavasya day, His Holiness went to the River Tunga long before day 
break, had a dip in the water and, assuming a posture of contemplation, 
discarded his mortal body and become one with the Infinite. Free from 
embodiment, he is even now guiding many an earnest disciple who seeks his 
help. His mortal remains are interred in a spot close to the Samadhi of his 
illustrious predecessor on the south bank of the river. A fine structure uniform 
with the previous one has been raised thereon and consecrated by his 
successor in March 1963. 


WWWWW 


H.H. Sri Abhinava Vidyatirtha Mahaswamigal 
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CHAPTER V 


SRI ABHINAVA VIDYATIRTHA 
(35" Acharya of Sri Sharada Peetham, Sringeri) 


The Deepavali is a national festival celebrated throughout the sacred 
land of India by the high and the low, the rich and the poor, the learned and 
the illiterate alike; and the day of its celebration, Krishna Chaturdasi in the 
month of Asvija, was the day on which Sri Krishna vanquished the mighty 
Asura Naraka. The triumph of Good over Evil on the day has made it a very 
auspicious one in the Hindu Calendar. It was on such a day of jubilation in 
1917 that a boy Srinivasa was born to the Kaipu Rama Sastri and Lakshmi 
Amma of Bangalore. 


It is not known how the Acharya presiding over the Sringeri Mutt 
selects his successor. Many a suggestion was made to His Holiness Sri 
Chandrasekhara Bharati Swaminah but his ultimate choice was this Srinivasa. 
The boy was taken to Sringeri by his parents and his Upanayana performed in 
the Mutt itself. At the wish of the boy himself, he was admitted as a student in 
the Sadvidya Sanjivini Patasala run by the Mutt. It has been recorded by Sri 
Tediyur Subrahmania Sastri of Madras that, when a learned but proud Pundit 
from the North wanted to have a disputation with His Holiness himself in 
Nyaya Sastra, His Holiness said that this boy would answer him. He was then 
studying only in the Kavya class and had not yet acquired acquaintance with 
Nyaya and yet he effectively met the arguments of that Pundit. Such was the 
potency of the gracious glance of that revered Saint. 


It is no wonder that this boy so blessed by him was chosen as his 
successor and was duly given Sannyasa in 1931 under the name of Sri 
Abhinava Vidyatirtha Swaminah. His Holiness seems to have been keenly 
feeling that he did not have the opportunity of being along with his revered 
predecessor as a Sannyasi. He was somewhat compensated by the young 
Swami staying with him. He personally attended to the comforts, education 
and training of the latter and in later years entrusted the Sri 
Chandramowliswara Pooja also to him, as he desired to lead a life of complete 
retirement from the world. Even when such grand functions like Sahasra 
Chandi and Ati Rudra Yagas were performed at Sringeri itself in 1953, he did 
not care to come out but left everything to the Junior Swami. A year 
afterwards, in September 1954 he shuffled off his mortal coil in the River 
Tunga and Sri Abhinava Vidyatirtha Swaminah duly succeeded him as the 
Peethadhipati. 
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A year after ascending the spiritual throne, he went to Gokarnam 
and from there southwards along the western coast via Mangalore, Calicut, 
Guruvayur and Trichur reached Kaladi, the sacred birth place of Sri Sankara 
Bhagavatpadacharaya. From there he proceeded southwards as for as 
Trivandrum and Kanyakumari and, after an extensive tour throughout all 
Tamil districts and some portions of Andhra Pradesh, he came to Madras for 
the Chaturmasya in 1960 and stayed there for about eight months. Then 
continuing his tour in Andhra Pradesh and the Mysore State he returned to 
Sringeri in 1962, mainly for the Kumbhabhisheka of the shrine erected for his 
predecessor. Just before that function, he took a short trip to the north as far 
as Goa and it is worth mentioning that his visit to Goa synchronised with the 
anniversary of the recovery of Goa from the hands of the Portuguese. The 
Kumbabhisheka at Sringeri was performed on an unprecedented scale in 
March 1963. 


After staying for four months at Sringeri, His Holiness visited 
Bangalore again in 1964. There His Holiness Sri Sankaracharya of Sri Dwaraka 
Mutt also came and they both addressed an imposing gathering of disciples 
under the auspicious of the Akhila Bharata Sankara Seva Samiti. During the 
Sri Sankara Jayanti festival at Kaladi the Sri Sankaracharyas of the three 
Amnaya Peethas of Sringeri, Dwaraka and Puri came together and in that 
momentous and historical meeting exhorted all followers of Sri Sankara 
Bhagavatpadacharya to propagate and follow his teachings. After 
Chaturmasya at Salem, he went to Madras, where extensive arrangements 
had been made for the Navaratri festival and also a Sahasra Chandi Homa and 
Ati Rudra ona magnificent scale. After these functions, His Holiness went to 
Hyderabad and from there commenced his extensive tour in North India 
which covered not only Calcutta, Varanasi, Delhi and Bombay but extended 
as far as Nepal, Kashmir and Kedarnath. He returned to Sringeri in early 
1968. 


It needs no special mention that, wherever he went, he was givena 
very warm and magnificent reception by the several Maharajas of the Land 
and the highest dignitaries including the President, Prime Minister, 
Governors, Ministers, etc., as also the eminent scholars in those places. The 
enthusiasm and devotion evinced by the ordinary people cannot be 
described in words. He in his turn preached the gospel of Dharma and 
emphasized the spiritual unity of India and the need for maintaining it in spite 
of the differences in languages and customs. 
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As, due to the then legislation which deprived Sringeri of the status 
of a Jagir, it has become necessary to make the Sringeri mutt and the 
institutions under its control throughout India upto Haridwar self-sustaining. 
His Holiness is carrying out several improvements. With the intention of 
brining the disciples together, effecting a close contact between them and 
the Mutt, carrying the message of Sri Sankara Bhagavatpada to every home 
and generally raising the tone of spirituality among the people, several Yagas, 
Japas and Archanas are being arranged in various places at his instance or 
with his blessings very frequently. An association called Akhila Bharata 
Sankara Seva Samiti has been formed with branches throughout India and is 
arranging conferences occasionally in several places. Itis also runninga Tamil 
Journal called Sri Sankara Kripa since 1959 and publishing several books to 
popularize the teachings of Sri Sankara Bahagavathpadacharya. Journals of 
the same name have been started in Telugu and Kannada also. 


During his tours, he had occasion to address large audiences on the 
need for observing Dharma and other topics of perennial interest. Itis hoped 
that some earnest devotee will collect his valuable utterances and give them 
a permanent form which the reader can treasure as an invaluable guide to 
regulate his daily life. 


His Holiness talks very fluently in Sanskrit, Hindi, Kannada, Telugu 
and Tamil and his exposition is so simple that even the most ignorant listen to 
it with rapt attention. He mixes freely with all sorts of people who seek his 
guidance and help and has endeared himself to all wherever he goes. He is 
verily a true representative of Sri Sankara Bhagavatpadacharya who founded 
the Sringeri Mutt for the benefit of all posterity. 


His Holiness established branches in many parts of the country. In 
many places, He consecrated the idols of Sri Sharadamba and Sri Shankara 
Bhagavatpada. He established Patashala and initiated activities for Dharmic 
awareness. For propagation of Vedas, the Acharya added a Veda Patashala to 
the existing one at Bangalore where only Sastras were being taught. 
Tremendous developments took place in the 100 years old Patashala at 
Sringeri. Similarly, for the propagation of Sanskrit, He established 
‘Surasaraswathi Sabha' which is conducting examinations for a large number 
of students twice a year. Apart from offering spiritual guidance to the 
throngs of the faithful, he also expanded the charitable actions of the mutt, 
including the construction of a state-of-the-art medical facility, the "Sharada 
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Dhanavantari Charitable Hospital", to serve the population of Sringeri and 
surrounding areas, 


In 1966 Sri Abhinava Vidyatirtha Swaminah, who was popularly 
known as Mahasannidhanam amongst his sishyas, was observing 
Chathurmasya in Ujjain. The thought of Acharya attracted Sri Seetharama 
Anjaneyalu, who left home, reached Ujjain and prostrated before 
Mahasannidhanam. The Seer then appointed Sri Seetharama Anjaneyalu as 
his successor on 11” November 1974 under the name of Sri Bharati Tirtha 
Mahaswaminah. Sri Bharati Tirtha Mahaswaminah became the Jagadguru 
on 19"October 1989 following the Mahasamadhi of the erstwhile Jagadguru 
Sri Abhinava Vidyatirtha on 21°September 1989. With His ascension to the 
throne of Transcendental Wisdom in 1989 as the 36” Jagadguru 
Shankaracharya, Sri Bharati Tirtha Mahaswaminah has been the guiding spirit 
behind innumerable spiritual aspirants since then. 


Sri Sadasiva Brahmendira Swamigal 


38 
CHAPTER VI 


SRI SADASIVA BRAHMAM 
THE AVADHUTA SAINT 


Sri Sadasivendra Sarasvati Swami, familiarly known as Sri Sadasiva 
Brahmendiral was one of those rare souls who occasionally grace this earth 
and remind erring humanity that the ideal of perfection laid down in the 
Hindu Sastras is not a mere abstraction but is possible of actual realisation 
even in this age of Kali. He was born in the beginning of the 18th century and 
had his education at Tiruvisanallur in the Tanjore District. Ramabhadra 
Dikshita, the author of the famous drama Janaki Parinaya, Venkatesa Adhvari, 
the author of the inimitable Akhya Shashti and other works, Gopalakrishna 
Sastri the learned commentator of Patanjali's Mahabhashya and others were 
his contemporaries. That he was a very deep scholar is clear from his works 
Brahmasutra Vritti, Yoga Sutra Vritti and Siddhanta Kalpavalli. He was born in 
a family of deeply religious and erudite scholars and had his education from 
an equally learned teacher. 


After the close of his educational career, he returned home and his 
parents found for him a noble and handsome bride but somehow his leanings 
were towards the path of renunciation. News reached his parents that his 
wife attained age in her parents' house and, to commemorate this, a feast was 
arranged and a large number of guests were invited. Naturally there was 
delay in serving dinner that day and our young boy asked his mother the 
reason for it. She said with a face beaming with joy, “Your wife will be coming 
home shortly.” He had his dinner in a very absent mood and reflected that, if 
the prospective coming home of his wife was enough to delay his dinner and 
upset his daily programme of studies, the actual coming home must be a 
veritable disaster which he must avoid at any cost. He quietly left the house 
without the knowledge of anybody and was not heard of for sometime till he 
was found as a Sannyasi disciple at the feet of Sri Paramasivendra Sarasvati 
Swami, the learned commentator of Siva Geeta and author of Daharavidya 
Prakasika. 


He not only became an adept in Vedanta dialectics of those times but 
became a practical yogi also. His youth and his keen intellectual grasp 
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sometimes led him into discussion with the learned scholars who came to visit 
his Guru and he seems to have taken special pleasure in winning them in 
argument so much so that on one occasion the Guru himself was vexed and 
exclaimed “When will you learn to control your tongue?” Sadasiva replied, 
“Even now, my Lord, if | have your grace.” From that moment he gave up all 
talk and began to observe complete silence. He found that this Mouna was of 
very great help to him in the practice of Yoga. 


Within a very short time, he became a Yogi of a very advanced type. 
He had no need for any further studies or for contact with anybody else. In his 
Atmavidya Vilasa he describes the perfected Jnani in these words 


AAS Vast Heaaan A aaa | 
anfire guia ana Peacudtaaartt 11 


and in his own person he exemplified such a Jnani. He forgot the world and 
intoxicated with the glory of self-realisation unconcernedly walked through 
the streets, danced through forests, slept on the sands, ate when he got 
anything, starved when he did not, and in fact was no better than a mad man. 
This news was carried to the Guru Paramasivendra and the later in great 
sorrow exclaimed “O! If only such amadness were mine!” 


santas Brenaafa cites aaa yoaq | 
Reergqarara ye: quel gy ara Aa areata 1 


(Bhakti sudhatarangani) 


At times, he would test himself and see whether the world had ceased 
to affect him. Heat and cold did not affect him, censure and praise did not 
touch him, pain and sorrow were no more for him, hunger and thirst had 
ceased to be for him, doubt and darkness had disappeared altogether, he was 
all Light and all Joy. Sometimes as a witness he will watch the roaming of his 
physical frame, the wanderings of his mind and the workings of his intellect as 
if they were things quite external to himself. One day he lay on the sands of 
the Kaveri with a sand-heap for his pillow. Some women of a village close by, 
on their way to fetch water from the river, saw him and one of them then 
remarked to another “Oh! This is your saint who has kicked off the world but 
would yet require a pillow though of sand”, and passed on. Our Saint heard 
this and realized that, quite unconsciously as the result of previous Vasana, he 
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had made a pillow for himself and that he must overcome this Vasana also. 
He accordingly spread the sand out and lay flat on the sands. The women 
returned with the water and, noticing this, one of them now remarked “O! 
This is your saint who feels pricked by our remarks and thinks it necessary to 
erase the pillow of sand!” Our Saint felt the justice of this remark also and 
strove still further for complete immunity from the world. He realised the 
ideal state depicted by himself in these words. 


uyate frat aad aaa a soiite fafraha cary | 
fasta RecaetS feomacices arsaerrtt 


When Prarabdha made him world-conscious, he walked as in a 
dream and played as a child does with its toys. Many are the stories current 
about him andit may not be out of place to recount here a few. 


Once when he was seated in Samadhi in the sands of the Kaveri near 
Kodumudi in the Coimbatore District, suddenly freshets came and, to the 
consternation of the villages on the far off shores, submerged him 
completely. Some weeks later when the sands had dried and some people 
came to cart away some sand, one of them found his spade meet with some 
obstruction and was horrified to find it stained with blood. Immediately they 
dug out the spot and it was with mixed feelings of pain and pleasure that they 
recognised the form of our Saint deeply imbedded in the sands. He woke 
from his Samadhi and walked away from the group as if nothing had 
happened. 


His physical body, stark naked as it was, marched one day straight 
into a tent where a Mohamedan Chief was camping with his ladies. The 
Mohamedan got wild at this seeming impertinence, drew his sword and cut 
off the right arm. The body feeling some impediment turned right about and 
marched away unconcerned. The Mohamedan who saw this was astonished 
beyond all bounds and recognised the Sage. He immediately picked up the 
fallen arm and ran after him to implore his forgiveness. But the sage was 
quite oblivious of the world and it was impossible to wake him up. After 
some time he recognised that there was a man before him weeping and 
muttering something and wanted to know what the matter was. The 
Mohamedan recounted his guilt, showed the fallen arm and pointed to the 
bleeding stump and implored mercy. The saint quietly took the fallen arm, 
stuck it up in the stump and began to walk away quite unconcernedly. The 
Mohamedan felt that he would be missing the greatest opportunity of his life 
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if he did not profit by this strange acquaintance with this great Sage. He fell 
before him and implored him to give him some words of advice which he 
could treasure and follow to the end of his life. The sage struck with his 
earnestness wrote on the road dust “Don't do what you want and then you 
may do what you like”, and passed on. The new disciple imbibed this strange 
advice. He wanted to return to his tent; but the advice did not permit him to 
do so. He wanted to walk at least to ease his limbs but he could not, because 
of this advice. His legs were aching and he wanted to sit but could not. He 
felt hungry and wanted to eat but could not. He felt thirsty and wanted to 
drink but could not. He felt tired and wanted to sleep but he could not do 
even this for fear of disobeying the advice. He wanted to live at least on the 
pleasures of the past but he dared not recall them to mind, nor could he dwell 
on any hopes for the future. In short, he found that his body and his mind 
must cease to be active in any respect. When reduced to such a state of 
helplessness, he suddenly realised that, by restraining the activities of the 
body and the mind, he himself really became free from the limitations 
imposed by them and blissful beyond all expression. He became one with 
the elect and in a few hours reached the further stage when he could do what 
he liked. Caste and creed had ceased to be for him, religion and society had 
nothing to teach him. He had become one with the one Life pulsating 
through the entire universe. Such is the effect of contact with the great and 
the earnest faith in their words. 


WR War aaaAaTHIS TG A: YA: USERS | 
PUT: Ue Urata wre Walaadie a raat aot ag 1 


(Bhakti sudhatarangani) 


Sri Sadasivendra was not only a perfect Jnani but was a great yogi 
also. He naturally despised the Siddhis which usually attend on yogis but 
there were occasions when they showed themselves even without reference 
to him and there were some occasions when he himself played with them to 
astonish the ordinary people and infuse faithin them. 


When the yogi was one night walking aimlessly in his own absent- 
minded way, a grain store in the middle of the threshing floor obstructed his 
Passage and his body spread out its limbs and leaned on it and remained in 
that posture. Some servants of the owner who came during the night to see 
if everything was safe thought that they had found a thief red-handed and 
lifted their sticks to strike him. Butlo! the raised arms refused to come down 
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or to release the sticks and they were like statues unable to move a single inch 
and they remained like this till dawn when the owner himself came to the 
field. He could not understand the stiff posture of his servants or their vacant 
stare till he saw the reclining form of the Saint on the grains. Before he could 
approach, the Saint, the latter walked away in his usual unconcerned manner 
and the servants recovered the normal use of their limbs. It is well known 
that such results are not due to any conscious volition of the Saints but are 
due to the nature of the actions themselves. 


On another occasion when the servants of an official did not find 
sufficient men to carry some heavy loads of fuel, they requisitioned our Saint 
without knowing who he was and place a load on his head and drove him 
along with the others to the camp of the official. When all the others had 
unburdened themselves of their loads, our Saint also was asked to do so. He 
immediately threw his load on the heap of fuel and lo! the entire heap caught 
fire and blazed away to the painful astonishment of all. 


On one occasion the children, with whom he was ever a great favorite, 
desired to see God Meenakshi Sundareswarar going in a grand procession 
during a festival at Madura, about one hundred and fifty miles from where 
they were. He asked them one and all to get up on his body and close their 
eyes for a second. When they did so and opened their eyes, they found 
themselves witnessing the procession and in the midst of a vast crowd. The 
Sage bought them some sweetmeats and, some time after, brought them 
back home in the same manner. The parents were astonished to hear the 
glowing descriptions of the festival given by the children and more so to see 
the remnants of the several sweetmeats given them by the Saint from the 
festival shops. 


Evidently after hearing about this incident and desiring to test its 
truth, a young man requested the Sage to take him to Srirangam for a festival 
just then going on. He was also asked to close his eyes and was ina moment 
taken to Srirangam but unfortunately the guide was missing when he wanted 
to return and the young man had to walk home all the distance. When he 
reached home, he was surprised to learn that the Sage did not leave the place 
at all during the day. 


Vijaya Raghunatha Thondaman, Ruler of the Pudukota State from 
1730 to 1769, had a very great fascination for this sage, to such an extent that 
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he treasured, and his successors still treasure, as sacred even the sands on 
which he wrote some religious instructions for the guidance of that prince. A 
large number of endowments have been made by that state in favour of the 
temple erected at the Samadhi of the sage at Nerur in the Tiruchirapalli 
District. The attainment of the Samadhi was itself a strange phenomenon. 
Three places claim this honour but the one at Nerur is the most accredited. 


It appears that one day the Sage said suddenly that on the coming 
Sukla Dasami he would be leaving this physical frame and that a Linga which 
would be brought from Banares just then should be consecrated at the place 
of Samadhi. Everything happened as foretold by him and it is that Linga that is 
now worshipped at his Samadhi at Nerur. The annual festival commemorating 
his Siddhi is even now performed in a fitting manner and is drawing a large 
number of devotees from far and near and many are the miracles attributed to 
the Samadhi itself. 


Most of these stories are recorded by His Holiness Jagadguru Sri 
Sankaracharya, Sri Sacchidananda Shivabhinava Narasimha Bharati of Sringeri 
Mutt in his Sadasivendra Stuti which he sang when he visited the Samadhi of 
this Sage at Nerur in 1908. The Stuti was printed along with other stotras in his 
complete works published by Sri Vani Vilas Press, Srirangam, under the name 
of Bhaktisudha-Tarangini. An idea of the greatness of the Sage can be had 
from the fact that His Holiness had ever before hima picture of the former and 
expressed more than once his desire to follow his glorious example. In an 
appeal to his own Guru, His Holiness says, 


arate: & ye canta we: sfteartreaaa: | 
ofa ena ana 82 aid Te TE 


His own fascination for the enchanting work Atma Vidya Vilasa where Sri 
Sadasivendra describes an ideal Jnani is depicted by His Holiness when he 
gives expression to his reluctance to start on a tour. 


afvarparertaen frereahist weatahratend | 
aeferg Tema aergianths ag arfor 11 


It is worth mentioning that His Holiness Sri Chandrasekhara Bharati 
Swaminah also had great respect for and held Sri Sadasivendra as his ideal and 
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showed in his life that the ideal was capable of practical realisation even in 
these days. He visited the Samadhi at Nerur in 1924. His successor, His 
Holiness Sri Abhinava Vidyatirtha Swaminah also visited it in 1959 and 
himself presided over the Kumbhabhisheka there in July 1965. 


It is the occasional appearance of such great souls that keeps aloft 
that torch of spiritual attainment ever blazing in this land of the ancient Rishis 
and it is a matter for great congratulation that the darkest days of India have 
not been without her Saints and that it is not possible to deplete her of her 
spiritual wealth. This short sketch may be fittingly closed with a beautiful 
song of Sri Sadasivendra, wherein he depicts the freedom from care of the 
perfect knower of the Self. 


fern arfea fer, dat feat aries feet 11 
scmiai 


argerana aebtortary | ferent arte feat... 1 
mareTaa arteeeUT OTT 


wfvscaateacatory | fara atfea fleet... 11 
: fear 
arerrargararary | feat afer fewer... 1 


fi) nd 
toe eee conteae, 


Sri Tyaga Brahmam 


CHAPTER VII 


SRI TYAGA BRAHMAM 
THE MUSICIAN SAINT 


1, HIS EARLY DAYS 


In the heart of the land of the Cholas in South India sanctified by the 
holy waters of the Kaveri is the sacred town of Triruvarur, otherwise known as 
Kamalalayashetra, presided over by Sri Maheshwara worshipped there in his 
aspect as Tyagaraja, the Lord of Renunciation. Prominent among those that 
resided there in the early part of the 18” century was one Giriraja Brahma or 
Gireesa Brahma who belonged to the Telugu sect of Brahmans known as 
Muriginadu and traced his descent from Saint Bharadwaja of yore. He was 
proficient not only in Sanskrit and Telugu but was an ardent devotee and 
adept singer. He had five sons. The youngest of them was Rama Brahma. In 
due course of time, the latter married a worthy girl Santha who, quite true to 
the name given to her, faithfully helped her devoted husband in the discharge 
of his duties, secular and religious. 


Two sons Panchanada (variously called Panchapakesa or Japyesa) and 
Tyagaraja were born of this happy couple. Rama Brahma felt that his ancestral 
income was insufficient for the growing family and that better facilities were 
necessary for the proper education of his boys. He accordingly moved to 
Panchanadakshetra, better known as Tiruvaiyar or Tiruvadi, on the banks of 
the Kaveri. He spent his time mostly in Bhajana and in teaching music to 
deserving students. He maintained his family by what he got daily while going 
about the streets chanting the names of the Lord. It is said that the then 
Maharaja of Tanjore hearing of his greatness persuaded him to accept a house 
for his dwelling. 


With a view to give his boys the traditional training in the Vedas and 
Vedangas, he had them admitted in the local Sanskrit Pathasala. The elder 
boy, however, showed no taste for learning. The younger, on the other hand, 
not only retained a clear and firm grasp of whatever he learnt but evinced 
great interest in realising it in actual life. His mother noticed this characteristic 
and pointed out to her husband that Tyagaraja really yearned to be an ardent 
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devotee of God rather than to become a learned scholar. It so happened that 
at that time, there was in the same town, a famous Bhakta, Sonti 
Venkatarama Aiya, son of Sonti Venkata Subba Aiya, who was a master artist 
in Veena and would sing and teach others to sing songs overflowing with 
devotions. Rama Brahma accordingly transferred his son Tyagaraja from the 
Pathasala to the feet of his Bhakta. The boy felt the new course of study more 
congenial to him and learnt as fast as he could all the secrets of this art of 
music and gladdened the hearts of his master and of his parents. In due time 
the boys got married. The father Rama Brahma, no longer anxious about 
their future, engaged himself more fully in his congenial devotional exercises 
and before long passed on to the feet of the Lord. 


Soon after his father's death, Tyagaraja realised that the 
temperament of his brother materially differed from his own and decided 
upon setting up a separate house. To illustrate this difference in 
temperament, an incident may be referred to. Seeing that Tyagaraja was the 
more competent to attend to the daily worship of the family Deity Sri Rama, 
Rama Brahma had given this responsibility to Tyagaraja. Tyagaraja himself 
looked upon it as the most valuable heritage which one could get and 
engaged himself with great delight and earnestness in daily bathing, decking 
and worshipping the sacred image and loudly singing devotional songs in 
front of it. The elder brother thought that the indifference of Tyagaraja in the 
affairs of the household was really due to the image and, ina fit of vexation, 
threwit in the floods of the Kaveri. 


The misery caused to Tyagaraja by this sacrilegious act knew no 
bounds and for many days together he went without food or sleep. As if to 
save for the world the valuable life of this devotee who was pining for His 
reappearance, the Lord become visible among the sands of the river. As soon 
as Tyagaraja got the news, he rushed to the river, took the image in both his 
hands trembling with emotion, placed it in a palanquin and brought it back 
home in a grand procession to the accompaniment of music and other 
paraphernalia. The songs, that he sang when the Lord was in hiding and 
when he reappeared, are highly emotional both in their contents and in their 
musical setting. 
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2. HIS DEVOTION 


Tyagaraja's devotion to Sri Rama was truly phenomenal. It may be 
traceable to his past births which gave him now a birth in a family devoted to 
the worship of Sri Rama. It appears that during his younger days a devotee 
said to be hailing from Kancheepura came to Tyagaraja and initiated him in to 
the mysteries of Sri Rama Taraka Mantra. It is believed that this Guru was no 
other than the divine Sage Narada, who took human shape only to bless our 
Tyagaraja. The same sage showed his extraordinary favour by handing over to 
him the book called Swararnava, a veritable treasure house of the science of 
music, and by asking him to practice music on the lines laid down there. 
Unfortunately for us, the book is no longer available. Who knows that that 
valuable book was not also thrown into the river by Panchanada along with 
the image of Sri Rama? Itis said that when Tyagaraja had completed the japa 
of Sri Rama Taraka Mantra 960 million times according to the direction of his 
Guru, Sri Rama himself was pleased to appear before him accompanied by 
Sita, Lakshmana and Hunuman. With inexpressible joy Tyagaraja imbibed the 
Holy presence with tears running down in torrents. When he mustered 
courage enough to voice forth his feelings, he broke out into such ecstatic 
songs as only a true devotee can sing or understand aright. 


From the fact that Tyagaraja felt attracted towards the form of Sri 
Rama, some modern writers opine that he was a bigot, that he had aversion 
for other deities though in later years he began to tolerate them somewhat 
and that he had no conception of the Vedantic truth of the Absolute Reality 
transcending all forms. Such opinions are really due to a misunderstanding or 
a misreading of the teachings of the Vedanta. Did not Sri Sankaracharya, the 
Apostle of Advaita, himself flash forth his Sivanandalahari in praise of Siva? 
Can we say that Appayya Dikshita, the well known devotee of Siva, was not an 
Advaiti? Did not Madhusudana Saraswati, the author of many an advanced 
treatise on Advaita, still proclaim his devotion to Sri Krishna? Devotion implies 
attachment to a particular form of God and is not incompatible with the 
conception of God as transcendingall forms. 


All forms are equally sacred as reflecting the formless God but it is a 
mistake to suppose that among themselves all of them must equally appeal to 
the devotee. If they do so, there is no scope for devotion at all. As Tyagaraja 
was both a seer and a devotee, he realised in all its fullness the one-ness of 
God in all forms and at the same time felt attracted by the particular form 
which helped him on to such a realisation. He has sung many a song in praise 
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of Siva, Ganapati, Subrahmanya, Ambika, Hunuman and others. It is only 
natural to expect that the songs in praise of his favourite Sri Rama are more 
numerous. There is thus no basis for the suggestion that he had at any time 
any aversion for other deities or that he had no conception of the ultimate 
truth. 


3. HIS DETACHMENT 


Except that he had a house to live in, his means of livelihood 
consisted, as with his father, only of the voluntary offerings made by the 
villagers during his daily round in the streets singing the praises of God. He 
was quite content with what he was able to get thereby. But the great King 
Sarabhoji of Tanjore who was himself a profound scholar and musician and 
resided just four miles off was not so content. He wanted to make Tyagaraja 
the recipient of many a valuable gift but the latter sternly declined even to pay 
a visit to the King saying that Sri Rama, the King of Kings, was supplying him 
with all that he needed. Once a disciple of his, Kannaiya Bhagavata by name, 
went to Trivandrum and there sang in the august presence of Swati Tirunal 
some of the songs composed by Tyagaraja. That poet prince immediately 
entertained a very strong desire to send for Tyagaraja and for that purpose 
deputed his palace musician Vadivelu. But Tyagaraja would not comply with 
any such request. Vadivelu pointed out that, if not for wealth or honours, he 
could come if only because his fame had attracted the prince. Tyagaraja 
immediately said that he sought for no fame and set no value on it and that he 


had nothing to aspire for except the privilege of incessant service at the feet of 
Sri Rama. 


Many a scholar and devotee came to see him from far and near 
attracted by his devotion and music. One Ramadasa from Banaras and one 
Kesavayya from the Andhra felt so enchanted that they immediately became 
his disciples. In the village of Ramamangalam in North Travancore, there lived 
a very famous musician named Govinda Marar. Though he was for long 
desirous of meeting our Tyagaraja, he could really do so only in or about 1838 
while on his way to Banaras. Tyagaraja was then about 79 years of age. When 
pressed by Govinda Marar, Tyagaraja said that at his time of life it was not 
possible to sing at another's request and asked Marar himself to sing. Marar 
twanged his tambura and began to sing in such celestial tones that the 
guardian deities of the Ragas which he sang in took shape and were visible to 
the eyes of the audience who stood spell-bound both at the music and at this 


SRI TYAGA BRAHMAM 50 


phenomenon. Tyagaraja was equally entranced and said “The name of 
Govinda who enchanted the whole world with His Flute has been rightly given 
to you. | would call you hereafter Govindaswami.” In his appreciative fervour 
he began unconsciously to sing a song of his own in the tune used by Marar. 
This naturally gave great delight to Marar, who had thus his heart's wish 
fulfilled. The song then sung and four other songs sung by Tyagaraja in the 
same tune have become famous as Pancharatna, the Five Gems. Marar 
proceeded on his journey northwards but, when he reached Pandaripura, the 
Lord there, evidently in proof of His promise that there was no return for 
those who sought Him, took Marar to Himself. Tyagaraja had this news from 
Sulochana Mudali of Tirunelveli and exclaimed that the science of music had 
really set with Marar. 


In his daily life, Tyagaraja was very punctilious in the performance of 
the rites and ceremonies prescribed for him by the Sastras. He devoted his 
leisure to the singing of ancient devotional pieces or to the composing of fresh 
songs by himself and to the teaching of students who sought his feet. He did 
not commit the error, so common in these days, of neglecting one's Vaidika 
Dharma in the name of Bhakti. No one can possibly say that any modern 
claiming to be in the path of Bhakti is in any way a better Bhakta than our 
Tyagaraja or Bhodendra Saraswati or other saints of old, who proclaimed in 
unmistakable terms the supreme importance of the Divine Name as Sadhana 
to attain the feet of the Lord and yet scrupulously performed the duties 
enjoined on them by the Vedas and the Dharma sastras. It is really no 
devotion to cry aloud His names while disobeying His commands as regards 
our daily duties. 


4. SOME INCIDENTS 


Satisfied as he was with his daily routine of religious rites and divine 
worship, Tyagaraja never entertained any desire to go out anywhere or visit 
any other sacred places. But evidently at the earnest entreaty of one of his 
disciples, Venkataramana Bhagavata of Walajapet he went to that village and 
thence to Tirupati. He did the journey very leisurely and without any 
detriment to his daily religious routine. It so happened that, just when he 
entered the famous temple at Tirupati, a curtain was hanging in front of Lord 
Srinivasa screening His divine form from the view of Tyagaraja. He felt that his 
own sins have taken the concrete form of that screen and deplored it in a 
heart-rending song. The curtain immediately fell off and Tyagaraja had 
Darsana of the Lord to his heart's content. 
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On his way back from Tirupati, he halted for a few days in the village of 
Kovur at the earnest request of Sundaresa Mudailar, an ardent devotee of 
Tyagaraja and himself a great musician. He wanted to load Tyagaraja with 
valuable gifts but was afraid to offer them to this self-less soul. He made a 
compromise by placing in the palanquin of Tyagaraja a thousand gold coins 
without his knowledge and by informing some of his disciples alone about 
this. While passing through a forest nearby, some robbers getting scent of 
this began to pelt the palanquin with stones. When Tyagaraja sought to 
encourage his disciples by saying that he had nothing with him which the 
robbers could possibly require and that therefore they need not be afraid, 
they felt bound to disclose the truth to him. He immediately caught up the 
bag of coins and threw it to the robbers. But curiously enough the pelting of 
stones stopped at the same moment and the chief of the robbers prostrated 
at the feet of Tyagaraja and sought protection and mercy from him. Tyagaraja 
was naturally amazed at such a conduct and queried the robber chief. The 
latter replied, “A few minutes after we began to throw stones at you, two 
young effulgent beings having bows and arrows in their hands appeared on 
either side of you and began to aim their shafts at us. We were dumb- 
founded and, even while gazing at their supernal splendour, they faded from 
our view. We are sure that they were Gods. What shall we say of one who has 
Gods for his body-guards? Please pardon us for our sins and deign to accept 
us as the humblest among your devotees.” Tyagaraja realised that it was 
really Sri Rama and Lakshmana who appeared before the robbers and 
deplored the fact that he himself was denied the pleasure of seeing Them 
thus in human form and broke out into songs expressive of his great 


disappointment. The robbers thereafter escorted the palanquin safe out of 
the forest themselves. 


At the break of dawn, the party entered a small village, only to heara 
loud wailing. A Brahman and his wife on their way to Tirupati halted at the 
village the previous night. Asit was late when they reached it, they decided to 
rest in front of the templeitself. At midnight however they were disturbed by 
the terrible cries of the wild animals in the forest nearby. The husband 
decided upon entering the temple by scaling the wall and then removing the 
latch inside so that he might open the door and admit his wife also into the 
temple precincts. But, after he leapt from the top of the temple wall, he did 
not turn up at the door or remove the latch and the poor wife was left quite 
alone in the open, her anxiety about her husband adding to her terror. The 
temple servants came at the dawn of the day and opened the door. It was 
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learnt that the unfortunate man leaping from the wall at dead of night had 
leapt directly intoa well underneath. His body was now found floating on the 
water quite dead. Tyagaraja came to know that this was the cause of the 
wailing. Immediately moved by pity and unable to bear the sight of the poor 
woman's misery, he sang a song in praise of Sri Rama and asked him in 
appealing tones whether the bringing into life of a person who had lived once 
was not possible to one whose feet at touch transformed an inert stone intoa 
woman. Inanswer to this prayer, the Lord revived the Brahman and he got up 
just as if he were waking up from sleep. Thus in many a place he 
unconsciously demonstrated to the people the value of true prayer and the 
efficacy of ardent selfless devotion. He visited Srirangam also before he 
returned to his home at Panchanada. 


5. HIS LAST DAYS 


Aword about the worthy consort of this Saint is also necessary. Her 
devotion to Ambika in the form of Goddess Dharmasamvardhani of the local 
temple was equal in intensity only to his own devotion to Sri Rama. One day, 
thinking that his wife was alone in her room, he peeped in and was surprised 
to find her engaged in conversation with a very beautiful lady of enchanting 
splendour who, strange to say, slowly faded from his view. When asked about 
this, his wife informed him that Goddess Dharmasamvardhani had come 
there to call her to Her sacred feet. The joy at learning the intensity of her 
devotion was marred by the thought of the impending separation. Within a 
few days of this incident, she departed from this world and attained the 
supreme bliss. 


Tyagaraja and his wife had an only child, a daughter named 
Sitalakshmi. She was duly given in marriage and had gone to her husband's 
house. The passing away of the wife also gave him, in a way, freedom to 
devote himself entirely to the worship of God. But, with the passing of years, 
age began to weaken his physical frame though he still retained his mental 
vigour to the full. He felt that his life's work had been done and was ever 
praying to Sri Rama to release him forever from the bondage of life and death. 
But the Lord tarried till the full span of life allotted to the Saint was nearing its 
end. Sri Rama appeared before Tyagaraja one day in his 88" year and said, “In 
ten days your present life period will end. Only in your next birth you will get 
freedom from all birth.” Tyagaraja was sorely disappointed but could not 
presume to question the justice of God's will. But he still thought over the 
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Lord's statement again and again and finally decided upon having that “next 
birth” even in this life by taking Sannyasa. He immediately performed all the 
necessary rites and entered the Sannyasa Asrama. He detached himself 
entirely from all secular concerns and engaged himself thereafter only in the 
performance of the religious duties of that Asrama and in contemplation. On 
the tenth day, namely, Pousha Krishna Panchami of Parabhava, corresponding 
to the 6” of January 1847, he was freed for ever from mortal embodiment and 
attained union with the Lord. A small shrine has been erected over the place 
where his mortal remains were interred and on the anniversary of his Siddhia 
grand festival is being conducted there every year. The centenary of his 
passing away was very grandly celebrated in 1947 at that place and in other 
places throughout South India. 


6. CONCLUSION 


Mention was made of his daughter Sitalakshimi. She had a son who 
was named Tyagaraja after his grandfather. Nothing more is known about his 
descendants. That seems to be the case with most celebrities. They are 
remembered and honoured by posterity for the invaluable services they have 
done to humanity by their exemplary lives or by their equally invaluable 
writings. Their names are perpetuated in this world more by these than by 
any descendants that may keep on the line of family descent. Besides the 
several songs and the Pancharatna referred to already, Tyagaraja had left 
behind him precious compositions like Divyanamavali, Ragaratnamalika, 
Bhaktavijaya, Noukacharita and Prhlada-Charita. Itis said that, even when he 
was a student of Venkataramanadasa in his boyhood and was asked to sing in 
the Durbar of the Pudukota State, he sang a song in the Jyothi Swarupini Raga 
so exquisitely that an unlit lamp, with only oil and wick, nearby suddenly burst 
into flame and that the flame of the lamp began to dance in tune with the high 
and low pitches of the singing. It is certainly nota matter of surprise that such 
an adept is still able to light the torch of knowledge in the minds of all, the 
learned and the ignorant, the rich and the poor, by his songs so rich in their 
meaning and so beautiful in their musical setting. His devotion to God and his 
self-realisation gave value to and enriched his music. The latter was, in his 
hands, not an instrument for mere sensuous entertainment but really served, 
as it was intended to serve, as a true hand-maid to spiritual progress. 
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